
September 15, 2021

Hello Garfield Re-2 Family,

The 2021-22 school year has not proven to be any easier than last year.  In many ways, it has proven to be more

challenging.

Garfield Re-2’s primary mission is to support and prioritize uninterrupted, full-time, in-person learning in all

communities. We began the year without requiring masks and implementing a school-by-school layered response

in the event of increased COVID cases.

Since school began this year, we have had a total of 20 positive in-school COVID cases that led to the quarantining

of 236 students and 41 staff.  If each of these students loses just four, eight-hour school days, this is a minimum of

7,552 hours of learning loss. As a comparison, last year through September 15, 2020, Garfield Re-2 had a total of

five (5) positive in-school COVID cases.

Several of our schools are on the verge of transitioning to online instruction because of the number of ill teachers

and staff, many with COVID-19, and a continued substitute teacher shortage.

On Friday, September 10, 2021, the Colorado Department of Public Health (CDPHE) issued new guidelines that

supersede anything we have published to date. These new guidelines:

● Remove the community vaccination metric (of 70% 12-and-older county vaccination rate) to reduce

quarantines for typical classroom exposures;

● Recommend universal indoor masking for all students, staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools,

regardless of vaccination status and at all levels of community transmission; and

● Increase the threshold for high rates of school community COVID-19 vaccination from 70% to 80% to

reduce quarantines for typical classroom exposures.

We want to keep your students learning, in-person, in our schools. The best way we can do this is to follow the

CDPHE guidelines to the best of our ability.

This means that beginning Monday, September 27, 2021:

● Garfield Re-2 will implement universal masking, indoors, at all buildings. This also means that we can

keep your children learning in school and eliminate online learning in most cases.

● Routine classroom exposures, when everyone involved is masked, will not require quarantine.



● Exposures during high-risk activities such as (but not limited to) athletics, music, band and PE may require

quarantine and will be determined in collaboration with Garfield County Public Health.

This was not an easy decision. It is based upon our data and on what is best for all students. We know that not

everyone will agree with this decision.

The complete CDPHE Practical Guide for Operationalizing CDC’s School Guidance is linked into this email and on

the Garfield Re-2 website.

We will hold a meeting on Zoom on Monday, September 20, 2021, at 6 p.m. to answer any questions you may

have regarding these new guidelines (link is below). You may submit your questions in advance using this form.

Garfield Re-2 staff will explain the new procedures, and do our best to answer all of your questions.

Heather Grumley, Superintendent

Anne Guettler, Garfield Re-2 School Board President

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Garfield Re-2 COVID Update meeting

When: Sep 20, 2021 06:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada)

Topic: Updated CDPHE guidelines Q & A

Please click the link below to join the webinar:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88648543899?pwd=T3JTK1JCVXBNclZyWDd6Qm5Od2krZz09

Passcode: 537342

Or One tap mobile :

US: +12532158782,,88648543899#,,,,*537342#  or +13462487799,,88648543899#,,,,*537342#

https://covid19.colorado.gov/practical-guide-for-operationalizing-cdc-school-guidance
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88648543899?pwd=T3JTK1JCVXBNclZyWDd6Qm5Od2krZz09

